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The year 189S.most extraordinary year
beyond doubt that this generation has
known.is all but ended.
When the clock in Trinity spire shall

have told that the Vast moments of the year
have gone, when the world shall have set out
upon another cycle, the great task of
reading and judging the forecasts submittedin competition for the Journal's
$1,000 prophecy prize will be begun.
The huge iron receptacles which a year

ago were built to hold the prophecies have
been brought to a room in cue Journal
office from the place where during all the
days .and months whose events thev foretoldthey have been hidden. From now

until January 1 they will be kept under
lock and key. On New Year's Day.possiblyas soon as the chimes of the New Year
have sounded.they will be unlocked, and
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direction of the distinguished judges whose
pictures adorn this page, will set about the
great task of recording every prophecy.
The magnitude of the undertaking is

plain when there are taken into account,
in a cursory way, the multitude of

things which have happened since in December,lS'JT, the Journal offered its prize
for the best forecast of the ycgr. There
will be endless questions for settlement,
and it is in order that these may be fairly
adjusted that every prognostication may
be given its just and proper value and the
contest lie decided in absolute equity that
the judges have been chosen from different
professions.
Medicine, the law, finance, science, mercantilelife.-all are represented, and from

the domain of prophecy, pure and sipiple,there comes Mr. Boon if. Winery, weather
forecaster, every day of whose life, from
the rising until the going down of the sun,,
is given up to the foretelling of what is
going to happen in a weather way. In the
science of war there are probably few men
who are better equipped to serve as judges
t han Captain Zaiinski, of the United<
States Army, whose name is known the
world over in connection witli the dynamite
gun, Business progress and the great
events In the world of trade will find a
keen judge in the person of Isidor Straus.
Henry Clews, whose business for far more
ban a quarter of a century has been to,

foresee and sometimes to foretell what was
to happen in the field of finance, is another
of this fine force of judges. Dr. Cyrus Kdsonis one whose experience as head of the
Health Department of this big city, whose
scope as a writer and whose thorough skill
as a medical man are in themselves an
equipment for the important duties that
attach to judgeship in this unprecedented
contest. Vau' Duller represents the law
firm of Coudert Bros., and so stands for
wide acquaintoncc with international matters.Charities Commissioner John W.
Keller has been editor and man of affairs,
and is eminently fitted in every way to be
one of tjiis illustrious bench of judges.

If is a sterling and trustworthy Jury altogether.and its verdict should be. as it
unquestionably will be, the embodiment or
the widest information on all things which
can rightly come within the range of prophecy.

it is the intention of the Journal to leave
the matter of judgment.-flie weighing and
the valuation of the numberless points in
prophecy.wholly dn the hands of these
gentlemen, supplying only the clerical
of the material upon which, their decision
is to bo awarded.

All the details of the plan of adjudication
are to be at all times stibject to the will
and wisdom of the judges, whose number
.seven.has a cabalistic completeness. Itselfsuggestive of the right settlement of
so mystic and occult a matter. Tentatively,however, this plan has been offered for the
conduct of the contest, and the allotment
of value to the various elements in the
prophecies:

It. is proposed, in order to simplify the
work of establishing the" relative position!of the contestants, to give to each of the!
chief events of the year a numerical value,in points, and to credit each contestant
with the number fixed as belonging to each
eveut. In adjusting these valuations. It
is to be borne in mind that the decis've,
element: in the contest is that of propheticVision, and events should be counted notwholly upon the basis of their importance
or ulttimate results, but of the difficultywhich attended the foresee'ng of them. For
example: There was far more cause for
prophesying the freedom of Cuba or thedeath of Gladstone, than the blowing upof our American battle ship in Havanaharbor, or the abandonment .of the Monroedoctrine for a policy of American colonial
expansion. The credit civen for foretell-

FRFp Three months' piInLL ano iess0ns, can

age, stool, cover, and on

year's tuning with each piam
These pianos are made by

h responsible manufacturer ai

full size, and guaranteed fc
I' five years.

READ THE FOLLOWING LIST OF SLI

[ UPRIGHT BARGAINS. \ SQUARE B
Name. Pries. Monthly. < Name.

/ Mussard .... $65 $4 \ Whitney ...

Connor. 75 4^Gibson....
\ Gutschow 110 4 \ Smith

Wagner 125 5 $ Metropolis.
Shoninger ... 135 5 ? Christopher
Goetz & Co.. 140 5^Ducker&Cc
Baus & Co... 165 5 Ambler & Co
Hyanich&Bach200 6 ? Bloomfieid

\ Stodart 200 6 ^ Behning & C(
Knabe 210 6 | Goetz & Co..
Steinway&Son250 6<Dingle & Co

; Gaoler. 300 6s Schuetze &

AGENTS riDlTD
\ FOR THE WOLLJi

| GOETZ&CQ
OREIESI EV ENINGS !

) WHO
JOURI

nown Men Ha
tition for This

-*..- -i
'

"

-^w I
' *1 \ -

s< l4: "' r'<'

Henry Clewx.

' IIFoil
II 9ifvll

I ij.WMfifeM
^ 4

1 %
The Room if

ing those last named events must therefore
be greater.
Further, it seems fair that to incorrect

prophecy there should attach some pen-
alty: that, for example, if any number of
points be awarded for prophesying the
death of Bismarck, the same number should
be deducted from the total score of a

prophet who has made negative prophecy
in regard to the great Gorman-.has prophe-
sled that ho would survive the year.
Then, having fixed upon the chief events

of the twelve mouths, aud allotted a nu-
merical value to each of them, there will
be the minor happenings to reckon with.
The simplest method is suggested as the
best in dealing with these. This seems to
be to credit the prophet with one point
for every event correctly foretold other
than those included in the'll6t of chief happenings.And for the prediction of things
which have not come about the prophet,
naturally enough, must have a unit deductedfrom his score.

E. Jj. Zajinski, U. S. Army.It will

UPRIGHTS, <£4[;
SB Mnnthlv ill
mm. 1vJV

GHTLY USED PIANOS CAREFULLY :

ARGAINS. $ ORGAN BARGAINS. \
'rice. Monthly, s Name- PHoa. Monthly. U
.$20 $3 ®,att» S|* *\W

o < Neeoham.... 18 2
" * Shoninger... 22 2 /

*

o Beatty 30 2
J" * Mas'nftHamlin 35 2

* t: I < Standard AO 2

Kn o < Mas'n&Hamlin 45 2
c,- . )Shoninger.... 48 2 J

; 11 r Peloubet..:. 50 2
RC o Russell 50 2
" - Bridgeport.,:. 75 2

" Wilcox 4 White Aeolian Organ, .M
C°-90 >150 Cash

PIANOS. Easy Terms.

81 TO 87 COURT ST., BROOKLYN,
« One Block from City Hall.

OPEN EVENINGS!

WILL J
DIAL'S 5
ve Consented
Lump Sum 11

T I
mentous nap

Paul Fuller

h( \ :

h . /^) i| "~J 3*'MT
f <> rf

p i
,.,i

#?!
1 Which the Prophecies Wli
be a pleasure to be one of the judges in
ih« .Truit-nnl S1JMKI nri/.p nronheev contest
and yon may put my name down as one oi
them.

"Give Your Boys a
were the closing words of an
realized that parents are responsib
become. If you have children, st

I adopted by Yale, Harvard and Coli
} esteem it is held by the highest <

} to give your children a Christmas
ever alter, join the Bloomingdale

j Encyclopaedia ]
{ The Very Best of A11 Christina:

j For One Dollar Gas
I and one dollar per week until the books
{ delivered when the first payment is mad
{ they may be returned any time within 1

IThe Comnlete Set (Thirt
} No. 1.New Style Buckram Cloth, marbl
I book paper, $49.50; $1.00 cash and
j No. 2.Half Morocco, marbled edges,
} paper. $74.50; $1.00 cash and $l.2f
t No. 3.Genuine Law Sheep, tan color, i

J finish book paper, $79.50; $1.00 ca
If you cannot come to the store, li

I and the Encyclopaedia will be sent to yc

| BLOOMINGDALE BROS.. 3d Ave.,%5'
Please deliver to me one corrvple

I No in 30 volumes, with free
iscription to ielf-Culture. on conditi<

with the understanding that books
I satisfactory.

Name

Address
| From ''N. Y. J.." Dec. IS, 1S98.

DECIDE
;i.ooo F
to Undertake
i Gold, Has IV
men triers of th<
I .o

-;; ' "f

i 4 | ':' j

Eben H. Emery.

--"'i £ tr
\-T&

;i ?
n
U

*>> .

? N& I
L *

L

\ I
11 Be Opened.

j' V>r. Cj rns Edson.I shall bo please
to act as oiio of the judges to award th
$1,000 prize for the ruost correct forecat
made of the doings of the year just endin

Chance"
address by Abraham Lincoln. He
le in a degree for what their children
udy their individual tendencies and
lace the best possible educational adantagesbefore them. A way has
een provided in the Werner reprint
f the great Encyclopaedia Britannica
ad nSw American supplement. The
est thoughts on all subjects in the
lolUlj UJ man an. utaouitu mcic.

systematic study of this work is
aual to any college course. Algebra,
natomy, Architecture, Building,
lectricity, Political Economy, are a
iw of its articles which have been
imbia colleges. This shows in what
;ducators in the land. If you want
; gilt for which they will thank you
Encyclopaedia Ciub and get the

Britannica,
5 Presents for Everybody,
ih
are paid for, the entire 30 volumes being
e. If books are not entirely satisfactory
0 days and money paid will be refunded.

:y Large Octavo Volumes).
led edges, extra quality high machine finish
1 $1.00 a week.
extra quality high machine finish book
a week.
uarbled edges, extra quality high machine
cV» onH Cfl Q

il out and send this coupon with $1.00,
)U.

3th and 60th Sts., New York :

te set of Encyclopaedia Britannica. style
Guide, Oak Bookcase and year's subansmentioned in your advertisement,
can be returned within 10 days if not

t

THF
'ROPHE
the Task of F
lost Nearly Foi
^ Year 1898.

feft*- ~ *.

!« ;

y.t x 4

Isidor S'.raus
I with so much glory to our country. Events
have been so many and so momentous that
fhft \roll-5nfA»'mtu1 tm oh \i» li a V» -» a +_UAliaiil

well before he wrote certainly had a wide
field for his forecasting. I aui really glad
to have the opportunity to see these proph
eoies and see if any one foretold the war
the blowing up of the Maine or the assas
sinatlon of the Empress of Austria. Thes<
events were not in any wise foreshadowed
last December. It will be really wonder
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Dr. (Syrus Edson.
ful if any one has predicted them. I shall I
study the mntter attentively, and shall attendthe count. I think that the plan
adopted to decide the contest is straight'forward and simple aud the best that could
have been adopted.
Henry Clews.Yes. I will serve as a

judge inost willingly. I made a predict'on
myself for the Journal, which T think
pretty good, and I am very much lnter
csted in securing a bettter one. Let me

1 know when the Iron safes are to be opened
and I will be on hand.
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16 or Stran* J will willingly serve aB
udge In the Journal $1,000 prize contest:
or the most correct prophecy made of the
rents of the year.
Eben H. Bmery, United States Weather
Itircan. I am ealle<l a prophet, bnt i.iv
rophecies are all baaed on facts. which,
re placed before me, and predictions made
roni them. Considering thi% T do not
enow whether or not 1 shall he a good
ndgo of the $1,000 Journal Vropheoy Prize
contest. I will, however, do my best. In
ooking at the prophecies of other people,
ind as the plan of arriving at a just verlietis a good one, 1 shall be glad to serve.
Paul Fuller.I will gladly airt as one of
he judges to decide the Journal's $1,000
prophecy prise contest, and shall In every
way I possibly ran assist the stalT of gentlemenyou bare chosen to arrange and
tount the prophecies. Kvents of importance
tare followed one another very rapidly durngthe last twelve months, and I feel much
nterested in personally examining the fopvuaststhat I may see how nearly the propii;tshave anticipated events -greater this
rear than In any for a generation past, at
least. Jn starting this contest this year the
Journal has certainly displayed as much
foresight as any of the prophets. Who
would have thought last December that ihr
coming year would have been so pregnant
with great events? I doubt very much If
any of the prophets when forecasts you
have now in your big iron safes has mud"
as good a prediction sis did the Journal las'
ueoemucr. n inn iiuim inu uvi

will be the greatest year of our national
existence, but. the offering of the $l.tXM
prophecy prize was itself indicative of a

belief that the year would be a meinorabb'
one.
t'harltie* fomiiiiHaioiirr Jolin M .

Keller.I shall be glad to serve as Judge
In the prophecy contest. Before it Is ore;Ithink it will prove one of the most Interestingcompetitions ever known. The cet

turyhas not shown a year so full of momentousevents as this year of 1808. How i: s

occurrences could have been foreseen, sax e

by pure prophetic Instinct. 1 cauuot conceive.It will be a rich experience to s-s n

these forecasts, and sec how near the
Journal prophets have couie to the truth.
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